
Boort District P -12 School 

DIARY DATES 

November 

21
st
 School Council Meeting 

21
st
 Pre-School visit 

23
rd

 T20 Cricket Yr 5 & 6 

23
rd

 Whole School Assembly 

23
rd

 – 29
th
 Kickstart Year 11 

26
th
 & 27

th
 Gateway Camp 

29
th
 Last Day Year 11 & VCAL 

30
th
 Report Writing Day  

December 

7
th
 Debating Echuca 

10
th
 Last Day NCTTC Year 9/10 

12
th
 Year 6 & 7 Step up day 

12
th
 School Council Meeting. 6.30pm 

13
th
 -18

th
 Activities Program. 

18
th

 Presentation Night Year 5 – 12 

19
th
 Celebration Afternoon F – 4 

19
th
 Year F – 5 step up  

21
st
 Last day Term 4: Finish 1pm 

 

 

30th,, 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Principal’s Report 

Fees and Booklists 

A package of documents was sent out last Friday to all 

families detailing the fees and subject booklists for 2019. 

The booklist enables families to buy through CVOS 

(payment made directly to them, not the school) or you 

can source your own books from other places – just make 

sure the right edition is purchased. A copy of the back 

page of the booklist pamphlet is attached to this 

newsletter – payment details are on this page. A copy has 

also been sent home with each student in Years 6-11. 

The fees list is for your information and payment is not 

required until next year (as stated on the form). Payments 

for fees will be made to the school in January of 2019. 

CSEF (Camp/Excursion) Money 

Any family who applied for the excursion money with 

their Health Care Card will be pleased to know that any 

money still attached to their children at the end of 2018 

will be rolled over into their family accounts for 2019. 

New Health Card holders will be eligible for the CSEF upon lodgement of an application in 2019. 

Please see Vikki in the office who can help you with information about this. 

Exams and Kickstart 

Exams finished last week and kick start commenced. Year 11 students have their final day of 

school this Friday. Year 10 students finish on 7
th

 December as long as a note is supplied to the 

school stating students have gainful employment (stating business name and start date) 

Report Writing Day 

This Friday is report writing day. No students are required at school on this day. 

Lee-Anne Sherwell 

Principal 

Principal’s Availability over the Next Week 

Thursday Friday Monday Tuesday Wednesday 

At School At School  At School At School   At School 

Wednesday, 28th November 2018 Issue 38 

9-27 Malone St 

BOORT, 3537 

Ph: 03 5455 2201 

Mobile 0477 741 594 

Email: boort.district.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au  

Website: www.boortds.vic.gov.au 

VISION STATEMENT 

Our vision is to empower our students and staff to work together to become active 

and valued community members. We provide a safe and supportive learning 

environment which fosters independent, resilient lifelong learners. 
 

BDS Motto:  ‘Achieving Excellence Together’ 
 

BDS Beliefs and Values: Pursuing Excellence in all Areas  
   
 

 

 

 

We ask that students are not on the school grounds before 8.40am each day as supervision is not provided  

before this time. 

 

mailto:boort.district.p12@edumail.vic.gov.au


Library books  

All Library books need to be returned to the school Library by Monday, 3
rd

 December. This will allow time 

to have all books returned and a stocktake to take place. 

Thanks Vikki Lanyon and Val Henderson. 

 

Acceptable Use Agreement for Digital Technologies - Family Agreement. 

Just a remainder to those who have not signed and returned the Acceptable Use Agreement for 2019 to 

please do so as soon as possible. A copy of this form is attached to this newsletter. 

 

Loud Shirt Day 

The SRC have nominated to support the Deaf Foundation by holding a Loud Shirt Day on Thursday, 29
th
 

November.  A gold coin donation will be collected to support the Deaf foundation. 

 

 

Chaplain Chats 

Boort school values are: 
thinking creatively and independently,    

acting with integrity and honesty,  

showing tolerance and respect to others,    

fairness,  

acting in a safe and respectable manner,    

resilience 

pursuing excellence in all areas  

I hope you like todayôs moral of the storyé 

Two friends were walking through the desert. During some point of the journey they had an argument and 

one friend slapped the other one in the face. The one who got slapped was hurt, but without saying anything, 

wrote in the sand, “Today my best friend slapped me in the face.” They kept on walking until they found an 

oasis, where they decided to take a bath. The one who had been slapped got stuck in the mire and started 

drowning, but the friend saved him. After he recovered from the near drowning, he carved into a stone; 

“Today my best friend saved my life.” The friend who had slapped and saved his best friend asked him, 

“After I hurt you, you wrote in the sand and now, you carved it on a stone, why?” 

The other friend replied,  

“When someone hurts us we should write it down in sand where the 

winds of forgiveness can blow it away. But, when someone does 

something good for us, we must engrave it in stone where no wind 

can ever erase it.” 
Moral of the story: Remember what is worthwhile and let the pain go. And don’t forget if you 

make a mistake seek forgiveness (and forgive yourself) and learn from it. 

Have a great week 

Maureen Hurren 

School Chaplain 

 

https://wealthygorilla.com/best-friend-quotes/


Your hearts are reflected in the attitudes of the children. 

Many times I have heard the primary teachers talk amongst themselves complimenting the moral standard 

and good behaviours of the children in your school. So, it was no surprise to me to once again witness that 

level of compassion when I spoke to the children about making friendship bracelets for orphans in Thailand. 

I would not speak of the horrendous journey some of these orphans have had, but your children recognised 

that not having a parent would be really awful, and that was 

enough for them to be enthusiastic about the project. 

This level of social awareness should be applauded. I see 

also that it has come down from the parents. After having 

discussed the idea with the Year 5 one week, the following 

week I was presented with a really lovely collection of 

finished bracelets to deliver to Thailand.    

Thank you very much. 

The money for the friendship bracelets has been donated by 

Eternity church. 

The articles will be delivered just after Christmas. 

Maureen Hurren 

 

Parents: this is in case your children need your help 

with making Friendship Bracelets. I’ve doubled the 

thread so instead of a knot (step 2) I’ve made a loop for a button to be added at the other end. 

All you need is:  

¶ 7 strands of yarn, each 60cm long 

¶ 1 piece of cardboard, e.g. breakfast cereal box 

¶ pair of scissors 

Tip: Instead of yarn, you can also use embroidery floss. If you use embroidery floss, double over the strands 

to make them thicker. 

Step 1: Make Your Cardboard Braiding Disc 

Trace a circle onto a piece of cardboard using a drinking glass and a 

pencil. Cut out the circle, then cut 8 small slits evenly spaced around the 

edge. Each slit should be about 1/2" (1 cm) long. Also, use your pencil to 

poke a hole through the centre of the circle. (Be careful not to poke your 

hand!) 

Step 2: Make the Starting Knot 

Line up the ends of your 7 strands of yarn, then tie a simple 

overhand knot like this. Make it so that there’s about 1" (2cm) of 

loose ends poking out of the knot. 

Step 3: Put the Yarn on the Braiding Disc 

Poke the knotted end of the yarn bundle through the hole in the centre of the braiding 

disc, like this: 

Then clip one piece of yarn into each slot, except the top slot. Your 

braiding disc should look like this: 

Step 4: Braid Your Friendship Bracelet 

Braiding your bracelet with the disc is really easy. There are just two steps to 

learn and repeat. 

Step A: Hold the disc so that the empty slot is at the top. Un-clip whichever yarn is in the bottom-right slot 

and clip it in to the top slot, like this. 

Step B: 
Now the bottom right slot will be empty. So, rotate the whole disc so that the 

empty slot is at the top again, like this. Now, just keep repeating Step A, Step B, 

Step A, Step B etc. and your bracelet will grow.  

 



As you continue, you’ll see your bracelet growing down through the hole in the center of 

your braiding disc, like this: 

 

Step 5: Un-clip from Braiding Disc 

Once the bracelet is long enough to go around your wrist, in-clip it from the braiding 

disc. It should look something like this: (I used a bit too much yarn on this one, so the 

loose ends are quite long.)  

Step 6: Tie Finishing Knots Tie an overhand knot (just like in step 2) right at the point 

where the braiding ends. Then tie another overhand knot about 2/3" (1.5cm) away. (Or 

tie a button on the end before trimming, so the button can go in the loop.) Trim the 

loose ends. The end of your bracelet should now look like this. 

Finished! Congratulations on finishing your bracelet! To wear it, you poke the knot at 

one end through the gap between the two knots at the other end, like this: 

 

  Mrs Adams and her Year 6 class 
 

 
 

Foundation Noah B For writing a great summary after reading. 

Year 1/2 Cora Eldershaw For working really hard to finish her work on time 

 Liam King For his super quick working out in Multiplication and Grouping in Maths 

this week 

Year 2/3 Abby Potter For her willingness to help in the classroom. 

 Darby Perryman For greater application in Guided Reading sessions. 

Year 3/4 Aiden Doolan For trying hard to remember where to put capital letters. 

 Ethan Rothacker For helping Mrs White. 

 

 

 

 

T20 Cricket Regional Final 

Congratulations to the Year 5 & 6 girls and boys teams who represented BDS at the Cricket Blast School 

Cup in Shepparton on Friday, 23
rd

 November.  Both teams had 3 games in the preliminary rounds, followed 

by a play off for final positions.  The boys finished 8
th
 out of 16 and the girls 5

th
 out of 16.  Many thanks to 

Jo Bear for coaching the boy’s team and Kath Lanyon, Fiona Caine and Brooke Chamberlain for their 

support and coaching tips. 

 

 

Boy’s Results: 

Game 1   Boort forfeited to by Marong 

Game 2   Boort 120 def Tongala 108 

Game 3   Boort 118 lost to Huntly 148 

Play off for 7
th
 and 8

th
   Boort 105 lost to St Josephs Benalla 144 

 

Boys Highlight’s 

Richard – winning our first game 

Sam – hitting 14 run from a free hit 

Brodie – hitting 14 runs too. 

Lachlan – Hitting a 12 from one ball 

Alex – Saving a boundary by diving 

Harry – bowling some out for a golden duck 

Max – bowling and catching people out 

Alex Cockerell – getting 35 runs in two overs 

Alby – winning against Tongala and my mum the super coach 



Girl’s Results: 

Game 1:  Boort 137 def St Patrick’s Wangaratta 121 

Game 2:    Boort 91 def St Mary’s Echuca 88 

Game 3:  Boort 105 lost to Corryong College 105 

Playoff for 5
th
 and 6

th
: Boort 120 def St Joseph’s Benalla 102 

 

Girl’s highlights: 

Ella: Getting a few catches 

Isabelle: Getting a few catches and almost taking a one 

handed screamer. 

Lily:  Bowling “straightish” and not chucking! 

Alice: All my batting and the memorable six in the 

double zone. 

Tayla: Hitting sixes and fours. 

Eliza: Getting a few wickets and a not so memorable 

moment, running when the ball went straight to the 

wicket keeper. 

Britney: Getting a hat trick off the first three balls of an 

over. 

Lucy:  Getting a few run outs and catches. 

Amelie:  Improving my running between the wickets. 

 

Remembrance Day letter writing 

 

One hundred and eighty six names commemorated on the honor roll plaque on the 

side of the Boort RSL Clubrooms, thirty four were killed, but the uncertainty and 

waiting by all families and community members must have been stressful for all. 

Our six-week letter writing campaign started the week before Rememberance Day and has 

carried on until the 27
th
 of November has finally concluded. 

Ninety Students from Years F to 10 wrote letters to all and sundry from that list of one 

hundred and eighty six. Most received letters in return ranging from 1915 to 1918 from 

the Western Front, Gallipoli, Training camps in Victoria 

and interstate or from soldiers departing our shores but 

not yet in a theatre of war. Junior students recieved letters 

talking about some of the quieter moments, of the food, 

or the mud, or of the living arrangements and in some 

cases, the batheing arrangements these soldiers had to endure.  

Each letter also received a picture of their veteran (if there was one) or of 

something associated with their letter. Senior students may have received 

the same, or received a dreaded ‘next of kin’ letter containing a field report 

concerning their soldiers demise, a Will extract (if there was one), Red Cross missing or wounded inquiry 

information. Sometimes families would receive their last soldier correspondence after hearing of their 

soldier’s passing such was the tyranny of distance and time. 

Each student also endured the ‘snailness’ of the snail mail. Did 

their letter get held up? How did their letter find their soldier? 

Did their soldier have the opportunity to respond, or were they 

not able to? I based soldier responses on who each student 

wrote to, and with many thanks to the Boort Historical Society, 

in particular Jennie Weaver and actual letters Boort soldiers 

wrote home. Regardless of the content, most letters were 

signed by the actual soldiers - their signitures photocopied 

from their enlistment papers.  

 

 

 

  



 
                        Boort District P-12 School 

       Malone Street 

     Boort , 3537 

      Phone (03) 5455 2201 

      Fax (03) 5455 2361 

28 November 2018 

Dear Parent / Carer 

Dual ICT equipment platforms, with both Laptops and iPads in use, replicates how many workplaces function in 

today’s society and also builds on feedback from tertiary students in relation to study, notetaking, preparation and 

presentation of student work.  The school aims for a 1-1, student to laptop ratio.  As part of this, all Year 5 to 12 

students are asked to supply their own laptop for use at school. This is referred to as the BYOD program (Bring 

Your Own Device).The Victorian Curriculum Digital Technologies curriculum delivery is also enhanced through 

student use of these devices. 

In 2019, Boort District P-12 School will be using the following structure to ensure ICT provision for students in 

Years F-12: 

Foundation - Year 2 – Years 1, 2 and Foundation students will be asked to “Bring Your Own Device” (BYOD), 

supplying an Apple iPad.  Parents / Carers can elect to have these stay at school for the entire year if they choose, or 

come home with the student. 

Year 3 & 4 – Years 3 and 4 students will have access to class banks of iPads and Laptops.  In order to provide, 

maintain and update these devices, a $60 fee is included in the yearly fee structure. 

Year 5 & 6 – Years 5 and 6 students will be asked to “Bring Your Own Device” (BYOD), supplying a Laptop.  

Students will also have class access to a bank of iPads.  

Year 7 – Year 7 students will be asked to “Bring Your Own Device” (BYOD), supplying both an Apple iPad or 

iPad mini and a Laptop. 

Year 8-12 – Students will continue with the BYOD program.   

Updating devices – students will be encouraged to update devices on a regular basis eg. when the warranty expires 

or after 3/4 years of use. 

Please note the information on the school website under BYOD regarding purchasing options and recommended 

minimum specifications.  A flow chart of requirements at each level is also included.  You have the option to select 

a Laptop package, based on cost and performance, and the information on the purchase of the iPads.  There is also a 

finance option available through the “Shop Interest Free” link and ZipMoney finance company. 

Microsoft Office is used throughout the school and all students are eligible to receive a free copy of Microsoft 

Office 365, as they will have an education based email account.  We will advertise a time early in the 2019 school 

year to help students load this onto their computers. 

We remind parents / carers / students of the school’s Acceptable Use Policy, which needs to be completed and 

returned to the school in order to enable students to access the network and WiFi.  The school’s Bullying and 

Harassment Policy, on the school website, also covers our response to Cyberbullying.  

We understand that there may be situations that arise where provision of these devices is difficult or that parents / 

carers strongly believe that they cannot supply these devices.  In these instances, the school will work with 

individual parents / carers to supply devices through the school and ensure that students are not disadvantaged.  

There will be a fee of $60 per year for these devices to cover maintenance and replacement costs.  These devices 

will remain at school.  Please contact Merryn Rees individually to discuss this further if there are financial concerns 

or Mr Bleicher if there are other concerns. 

Yours sincerely 

Lee-Anne Sherwell  Principal 

 

 

 

 



BDS Recommended Minimum Requirements 2019 

 
In 2019, Boort District School students will be required to BYOD, providing devices with the minimum 

specifications outlined below. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Device  
Type 

Windows Laptop Mac Laptop iPad Chromebook 

Operating 
System 

Windows 10 OsX10.12 or higher Latest iOS Chrome Os 

CPU Intel i3 (or equivalent) Intel i3 
iPad Mini1 not supported 

iPad 1 and 2 not supported 
 

Minimum  
Screen Size 

11” or bigger 11” or bigger 
iPad Mini 
iPad Air 

11” or bigger 11 

RAM 4GB or larger 4GB or larger Recommended 32GB or larger 4GB or larger 

Minimum 
Battery Life 

6 hrs or more 6 hrs or more 6 hrs or more 6 hrs or more 

Warranty Encourage 3yr Encourage 3 yr  Encourage 3 yr 

Device 
Examples 

Lenovo Thinkpad  11’’ 
 

HP ProBook  13’’ 
 

Acer Travelmate B118 
 

See BoortDS BYOD portal for 
more examples 

 

Apple MacBook Air 13" 
Apple iPad 

 
Apple iPad Mini 

Acer 11inch Chromeboook 
 

HP Chromebook 

More examples 

www.centrecom.com.au 
boortp12.technology 

portal.com.au/ 
(P’word BoortDS2019) 

Harvey Norman 
Leading Edge  Comp 

http://www.apple.com.au 
boortp12.technology 

portal.com.au/ 
(P’word BoortDS2019) 

 
 

http://www.apple.com.au 
boortp12.technology 

portal.com.au/ 
(P’word BoortDS2019) 

 
 

www.centrecom.com.au 
https://boortp12.technology 

portal.com.au/ 
(P’word BoortDS2019) 

 
 

Educational 
Software 

 

Web browser:  Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox, Safari 6 or newer 

Backup Security 
Software 
 

All students are eligible to download a free copy of Microsoft Office 365, as they have an education based email 
account. Instructions to do this will be distributed early in 2019 when all students have their school emails. 
Students must ensure that their files are regularly backed up.  

Anti-virus 
 

Windows and Mac laptops must include an up to date antivirus software package. 

http://www.apple.com.au/
http://www.apple.com.au/
http://www.centrecom.com.au/
https://boortp12.technology/


Acceptable Use Agreement for Digital 

Technologies  

 

FAMILY  AGREEMENT  
I have carefully read the Acceptable Use Agreement for Digital Technologies and discussed this 

with my son/daughter/children. We understand the significance of the expectations and agree to 

abide by them. We are aware that a breach of these expectations could result in digital privileges 

being suspended or revoked. We understand that there are actions and consequences established  

within the Boort District School Student Engagement Policy if behaviour is inappropriate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent/Guardian Full Name:  

 

Parent/Guardian Signature:                                                       

 
Date:          
Please return this form to the Boort District School office by 14 th December or the first week 
of the 2019 school year at the latest.  
 

  

Student Name 
Year 
Level 

Student Signature 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

   



 
 

 



COMMUNITY NEWS  

 
The Boort Swimming Club, will be conducting their annual Aquatic Education 
Program in the summer school holidays. 
 
The program will be held at the Boort Swimming Pool on the following dates: 
 
Monday 7th January to Thursday 10th January and  
Monday 14th January to Thursday 17th January 2017.  
 
Groups are as follows: 
 
Water Familiarisation:  3 years  
Water Confidence:   4 - 5 years (all pre-school kids)   

Prep / Grade 1 Beginner 
 
Cost is $60 per child for the swimming program.  Pool entry must be paid each day 
too. 
 
Registration forms are available from BRIC and MUST be returned before Friday 21st 
December 2018. 
 
For further information please contact myself. 
 
Brooke Chamberlain 
Aquatic Education Program Co-ordinator Ph 0418 577226. 
 

 


